Invitation  for Expression of Interest
Russian Health Care Foundation
Program Title: Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation
The Program Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation is being realized in accordance with the approved Grant Proposal of the Country’s Coordination Mechanism to Fight HIV/AIDS and TB in the Russian Federation (CCM) submitted to the Global Fund to fight  HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria on April 4, 2004.
On June 6, 2005 the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria signed   the Program Grant Agreement between the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the Russian Health Care Foundation to realize Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS treatment and Care for vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation Program.
On September 29, 2005 the Russian Federation Governmental International Humanitarian and Technical Assistance Commission registered the Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation Program as a technical assistance program (code - GFATM001000, record # 6 (12).
Some part of resources is planned to be used to pay for contracts to carry on projects of preventing HIV/AIDS of vulnerable populations as well as projects involving PLWAs into implementation of comprehensive HIV/AIDS projects.
As a result of the tender which had been launched by the Russian Health Care Foundation the following 10 substitutes of the Russian Federation have been chosen:

· Altai Krai 

· Volgograd Region 

· Irkutsk Region 

· Kaliningrad Region 

· Krasnodar Krai 

· Leningrad Region 

· Saratov Region 

· Sverdlov Region 

· Tyumen Region 

· Chelyabinsk Region.

 One of the main components of the Program is to support civil society organizations which had been formed to response HIV/AIDS epidemic and which are subject of the epidemic.

 Civil society organizations often use modern approaches to fight the epidemic and they can accelerate allocation of assets to non-governmental organizations, enlarge the services, provided by governmental organizations and conduct monitoring of national governmental strategies. It is desirable to widely involve PLWA into all response activities as from planning up to evaluation of programs.
All this is aimed at improving efficiency and quality of medical and non-medical care of PLWA, especially from vulnerable groups of population.
We invite you to a tender aimed at strengthening civil society institutions and  involving PLWA into regional  response to HIV/AIDS.
To achieve the above mentioned goal implementing organizations have to fulfill the following tasks:

1. To form a network of PLWA organizations in 7 pilot regions.
2. To work out initiatives aimed at antagonism to stigma and discrimination on federal and regional levels. 

3. To set up a magazine and newspaper for PLWAs.
4. To develop cooperation with national health care services in order to extend access of PLWA to psychological and social support.
Russian Health Care Foundation which manages the Program calls non-governmental organizations with proper qualification requirements to send Expression of Interest letters. The materials proving required competence of the entities should be attached to the Expression of Interest Letter (description of experience and implemented projects, skills and knowledge of staff). In order to widen their capacities non-governmental organizations may associate and place joint Expression of Interest letters.
In case of attracting out sub-contractors or forming a consortium of sub-contractors to carry out the contract, a non-governmental organization should supply complete information about sub-contractors, especially about their organizational and legal framework.
All interested  parties may obtain the coverage information since 11.00 am till 6.00 pm (Moscow time). Contact person – Marina Shegai, HIV/AIDS Program Coordinator, GFATM PROJECT, e-mail: mshegai-rhcf@mail.ru
Deadline to send Expression of Interest letters –  December 29, 2005.

Address:

Dmitry Goliaev, 

Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS and TB Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Population in the Russian Federation Project Director,

Russian Health Care Foundation
3-rd floor, office 358

8, Trubetskaya St., Moscow, Russia, 119948, 

Tel: (495) 248 67 88

Fax: (495) 257-28-46
